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A 1-year old indoor male neutered Toyger from a two-cat household was referred for 

further investigation of a multi-systemic disease after a swelling over the left carpus and 

reduced vision was noted by the owners. The left carpal mass had been growing insidiously 

over the previous 6 months resulting in eventual left forelimb lameness. A loss of tapetal 

reflectivity was first observed around 3 months prior to referral with a more recent loss of 

vision suspected as he would no longer follow a laser pen. A cough was observed with 

concurrent inappetence around 8 months prior to presentation, however this had improved 

after an injection of cefovecin. Physical examination revealed bilaterally dilated pupils, 

reduced pupillary light reflexes, reduced menace responses and granulomatous changes to 

the retinas. A 1.5cm firm bilobular mass was noted on the dorsolateral aspect of the left 

carpus and an 8mm soft mobile nodule on the lateral aspect of the left hock. Further 

investigations; including thoracic and abdominal CT supported disseminated disease. Fine 

needle aspirates of the cutaneous nodule over the left carpus revealed pyogranulomatous 

inflammation, however these samples were Ziehl-Neelsen negative. An interferon gamma 

release assay confirmed a positive response to the pathogenic tuberculous mycobacteria 

complex. The source of this infection in an indoor only cat was deemed to be the raw food 

diet fed and thus the second household cat was screened and found to be positive. This case 

report serves to increase awareness of the spectrum of signs associated with this infection 

and the potential for disease in indoor-only cats.  

 


